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Governor Signs House Bill 1678 
 
Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels signed House Bill 1678 on May 10th that made $11 
million dollars available yearly to the Indiana Immunization Program.  This money will 
supplement PHS 317 federal funding that provides vaccine for those children and adults 
not eligible for the VFC Program.  The results of this is that public health departments 
and other public providers will be able to continue to administer all ACIP recommended 
vaccine to non-VFC eligible patients.   
 

Large Ongoing Measles Outbreak in Japan 
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, a large measles outbreak 
is ongoing in Japan. Over 200 pediatric cases and over 100 adult cases have been 
reported to date in 2007.  Recently, two U.S. states reported confirmed cases in 
persons returning from Japan. Please consider a diagnosis of measles in persons 
exhibiting a rash illness with fever and recent history of travel (within three weeks of 
rash onset) to Japan or recent contact with a visitor from Japan.  Please report any 
suspect cases to your local health department. The attached document details the 
diagnosis of measles and recommended control procedures.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Karee Buffin at 317.233.7112. 
 
 
 
 
 



Temporary Fax Number For Doses Administered Reports 
 
Effective immediately, if you fax to us your Doses Administered Report, it should be 
faxed to 317-233-3719.  Remember that Doses Administered Reports are due by the 
10th of each month for the previous month.  Equipment problems require us to receive 
these reports at a different fax machine.  Watch the Vaccine E-Letter for updated 
information. 
 

National Nurses Week 
 
This is National Nurses Week (May 6-12).  Therefore, the ISDH Immunization Program 
would like to recognize all the nurses across the state who administer vaccines to 
children and adults for their outstanding efforts to assure that Hoosiers are appropriately 
immunized.  We would like to thank the many thousands of nurses in Indiana at local 
health departments, physicians offices, hospitals and other venues  who administer the 
needed vaccines to our citizens every year. 
 

 
VMBIP Transition 
 
The transition to the new vaccine distribution system is progressing fine.  We would like 
to thank the providers who have returned their Delivery Instruction Sheets in a timely 
manner.   If you did not receive an information packet from ISDH, please contact the 
program at 1-800-701-0704. 
 
 

Immunization Coalition Meeting 
 
The next Indiana Immunization Coalition meeting will take place next Thursday (May 
17th) at noon at the ISDH.  For information on the coalition or the meeting, please 
contact Kelly Zachrich at 260-424-SHOT. 
 



Update on Supply of Vaccines Containing Varicella-Zoster Virus 

In February 2007, CDC received notice from Merck & Co., Inc., that because of lower 
than expected amounts of varicella-zoster virus (VZV) in its recently manufactured bulk 
vaccine, Merck was prioritizing production of varicella (Varivax®) and zoster vaccines 
(Zostavax®) over production of MMR-V vaccine (ProQuad®). 

In May 2007, CDC received further notice from Merck that current projections of orders 
indicate ProQuad will be unavailable beginning in July 2007, although timing will depend 
on market demand. This might cause extended back orders for the next few months. 
After depletion of the existing supply, ProQuad is not expected to be available for the 
remainder of 2007. Merck is requesting that customers begin transitioning from 
ProQuad to M-M-R II® and Varivax at their earliest convenience.  

Merck expects to continue to meet demands for Varivax and M-M-R II to fully implement 
the recommended immunization schedule. This will allow for continued use of varicella 
vaccine for all age groups, including the routine 2-dose schedule for children aged 12--
15 months and 4--6 years, catch-up vaccination with the second dose for children or 
adolescents who received only 1 dose, and vaccination with 2 doses for other children, 
adolescents, and adults without evidence of immunity. For zoster vaccine, the supply of 
Zostavax is expected to be adequate for routine vaccination of adults aged >60 years.  

The Indiana VFC Program has previously discontinued shipments of ProQuad to VFC 
providers because of this issue. 

Questions regarding the supply of these Merck products should be addressed to 
Merck's National Service Center at 800-637-2590. Updates on vaccine shortages and 
delays are available from CDC at http://www.cdc.gov/nip/news/shortages/default.htm.  

 


